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A faith ul Narrative of the extraordinary Work of 
the Spirit of Gon, at Killyth, and other Congrc- 
gations in the Neighbourbood, 


HE Town and Parith of Ai/Ath formerly and ordina- 
rily until of late, called Vioniabrech, are fituate be 
tween the River of Xe/vim, running upen the South 

of the faid Parith, and the River of Carron running upen 

a "North Si le, and the Shire of Stur/ing upon the Sout) Side 
thercof, where it foins with the Shure of Dumlarton, lhe 
‘Town of Kilt) ittelf ftands at near an equal Dittans ¢ from 
he City of Gla/cow upon the South-Vijt, Faltirk upon t! 
Hasty Stirling upon the North, and HMeamuilton u ipon the Souty ; 
upon the King’s Highway, where it crofieth to thefe Town: 
it’s Dittance from them being about mne Adi /:. 

The People of the faid Parith, being abewe elven Hundrel 
examinable Perfons, are for the mott Part of a difereet and ‘o- 
warily Ditpotition. I was fett jed among them in the Yoon 

1723: They have lived peaceably with and carried dutifully 
towards me. ‘I'he moft Part of them have attended upon pub- 
Lek Ordinances and Means of Inftruction as well as any aboue 
them. The moft of them, who; are about or uruler 40 Tears, 
bave attained fuch a Meafure of Knowled lve of the Prin« pucs 
of Religion as renders them inferior to few of thei Station and 


kd ,ucation. 
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For fevaral Years they appeared to profit under Gofpei- 
Ordinances by the Blefling of the Lory upon them. In De- 
comber 1732 and January 1733, the Lorp vifited us with a 
diftrefling c ilamity and heavy Judgments. “There were many 
of the elder Sort carried off by a Pluretick Fever, after a tew 
Days Ulnefs. Upwards of 60 were in the Space of three eeks 
buried in our Church-Yard. What made this Difpenfation 
more threatning was, that the moft religious and judicious 
Chriftians in this Congregation, were remov vd from us thereby. 

‘This made me fear fome dreadful Evil to come upon the fur- 
viving Generation. I publifhed to the Praife and Glory of 
Gon, and with thankful Acknowledgments to his Mercy and 
Bower, that I enjoyed then a State of Health and Strength 
uncommon to me, as I do at this Time, tho’ I travelled from 
Morning till late at Night all the Days of the Week, among 
the Sick and Dying. 

After this the State of Religion declin’d, and grew every 
Year worle withus. Our Societies for Prayer came gradually 
to nothing. ‘Vhe younger Sort attained indeed to Knowledge, 
took up a Profeffion, and Numbers of them were yearly added 
to the Communicants : ButI could obferve little of the Power 
of Godlinefs. in their Lives, that was fatisfying to me. As to 
the elder Sort, thofe of them who were Gracelefs and Chrift- 
eis, went on tn their former Sins and Carelefnefs, without 
ony Aggonnnne of a Change to the Better: ‘Thoie why were 
Pr ofejjors tecmed fenfibly to degenerate into a Negligente and 
Indiffere: icy about fpiritual Things, and fome of them into 
Drunkennets and other Vices. 

Upon the 27th of ‘June 1733, about and after Mid-day, be- 
ing Wedne[day, there was fuch a dreadful Storm of Thunder, 
éiail and Rain, as no Man livi ing had ever feen. The Tee 
burnt a Woman and Child, but both their Lives were pre- 
ferved ; while a Cat was killed at one of her Feet, & a Pitcher 
with fome other Things were broke to Pieces at the: other. 

whe Hail was incredibly big ; fome of it, which I meafured 
mvtelf, was threeed/aches round. It deftroy'd much of the Corn 
to the Ha/? of the Town of Kilfjth. The Flaeds came from 
the Mountains fo great and rapid, that they carried down 
Stones a great Way into the Plain lying be-north the ‘Town ot 
Kylfjth, and thefe of prodigious Bignefs. ‘There were above 
a Thoufand Cart-Leads of them, and many two or three Ells 
in depth and thicknels. Some Houfes were carried away, a 
good 
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eood Number of Cattle drowned, and the mott of the Corn in 
the low Grounds deftroved: ‘The Lofs of the Parifh was mo- 
derately computed at a Thoufand Pound Sterling. Yet I could 
not obferve any one Perfon amended by it, or feeking to the 
Lorp for all this. 

When our unhappy Divifions broke out, only about ten or 
twelve deferted my Minittry. ‘They were of no Confiderati- 
on, as to ferious Religion, ° or even ‘Knowledge, except pitt 
who fome Time fince faw his Error and returned. Yet tho’ 
the Body of the People were not carried away by this Evil, 
they were fo bewitched as to incline to the feparat ing § ste 
and were fo taken up with difputable Vhings, that little C 
cern about thofe of the greateft go ince could be ebfery cd 
among them. All the Societies for PRAYER were tien grve 
up. I gave fair and open Warning from the firtt Appea 


of the Divifion acainft it. leamaanager lly inttructed them in 
the evil, and « dreadful Confequences of it. ‘Tho’ fuch W 

ings were not well relifhed | by many, vet Lam perfwaded the 
Lord blefied them, to preferve the Body of the Congrecetion 


out of thofe dangerous Paths ; and I know fevéral cf them 
are now fentible of Gon’s Mercy and Goodneis to them | 
this. By the Power of Gop accompanying his Ordinance: 


Life was kept in the few who were made alive to Gon, 
through Jesus Curis ; and others had Knowledge, be 


and increafed as a Foundation laid before-hand tor this Work 
of the HoLy Spirit. 

Under the date Dearth, this People ane red ercatly ; th 
Poor were numerous, and many efpecially about the Lown 
of Kil/th, were at the Point of flarving “Y et, as I frequently 
obferved to them, I could not fee any one turning to the 
Lorp who imote them, or crying to him becaufe of their 
Sins, while they howled upon their Beds for Bread. Inftcad 
of this, Theft and other Immoralities brake forth and increa- 
fed to a terrible Height. ‘The Return of Plenty had no better 
Influence upon us ; ‘but we cwere going on frowardly in the Ii ay 
of our own Heart, when the Lorw came to fee our Ways and 
heal them, by this uncommon Difpen ation of bis Grace. All this 
hath been Narrated, that ev ery one may objerve the favereren 
Freedom and Riches of Grace, in v ifiting after this Sort {> 


ful, degenerate, and ungainable a People. Surely wet far on 
Sakes, but his own holy Name’s Sake he hath dane it ; ti “ 
may now be afhamed and confounded for our evil Wa 
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Kilfth in Scotiann 
In the Year 1740, I began to preach dpon the Doétrine of 
REGEWERATION. The Method I followed by the diyine 
Direction, was fir/? to prefs the /mportance and Neceffity of it, 
which I did from ‘Jeb. iii. 3. Except a Man be born again, he 
cannot fee the Kingdom of Gop. Next I fhewed the Myfteri- 
ou/ne/s of the Way and Manner of the Hoty Spirit in effec- 
ting it from ‘fobn iii. 8. The Wind bloweth where it li ifteth, 
and thou heareft the Sound thereof, but canjt not tell whence it 
cometh, and whither it goeth : So is every one that is born of the 
Spirit. I proceeded thirdly, to explain and apply the vari-+ 
ous Scripture I ews and Expreff ions of it: As (fir/?) being Born 
again, {from the forequoted, —Fohn iil. 3. (Secondly) a Refur~ 
reéiion, from Rev. xx. 6. Bleffid and holy is he, that hath Part 
in the firf? Refurreétion.. (Thirdly) a new Creation, from Eph, 
ii. 10. For we are his Workmanjhip created in Curist Jesus 
unto good Works. ( Fourthly) Curis’s Congueft of the Sinner 
to himfeif, from Pal. cx. 3. Thy People fhall be willing in 
the Day of t! thy Power. (Fifihly) theCircume tfion of the Heart, 
trom £20k. xliv, g. Thus Tits the Lorp Gon, no Stranger 
wuncircumeifed in Heart, nor uncircumcifed jn Flefp, foall enter 
tuto my Sandiuary, of any Stranger among the Children of Ifrael, 
This was alio intended to fhew the Neceffty of Regeneration, 
in order to the receiving the Lord’s Supper worthily, to be 
diipented in the Congregation about that Time. Here this 
Project was interrupted until the End of laft Year; when I 
se it preached Regeneration as itis, (Sixth/y) the taking 
vay the > flony Heart, and the giving the Heart of Fle/b, from 
Beck. xi, 19. (Seventhly) The putting of Gon’s Law in the 
Mind, and writing it in the Heart, from Heb. viii. 10. 

I fometimes could obferve that the Doétrine of thefe Ser- 
mons was acceptable to the Lord’s People, and that there was 
more than ordinary Serioufnefs in hearing them, yet cquld fe¢ 
no further Fruit. But now I find that the Lorp who is in- 
finitely wife, and knoweth the End from the Beginning, was 
preparing fome for this uncommon Difpenfation of the Spirit 
that we looked not for; and that others were brought under 
Convictions, ifluing by the Power of the Higheft in their real 
Converfion, and in a filent Way. 

When the News was firft brought me of the taeatnene 
Out-pouring of the Hoty Guosrr at Cambuflang, I rejoiced 
at them. I prayed continually for the Continuance of it there, 

and that the Lory would thus vilit us in thefe Bounds; aq 
fpake 
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fpake of it fometimes to the Congregation, which was not 
without fome good Fruit, as I have learned fince. Particu- 
lirly I was informed by the Minifter of Cambuflang and another 
reverend and very dear Brother, that a young Man from the 
Parith of Falkirk, who had been awakened at Cambu/flang, and 
was in a hopeful Condition, faid, that the Occafion of his 
coming there, was his hearing me the Sabbath immediately 
preceeding, praife the Appearance of the Lorn at the forefaid 
Place, aad that this ftrongly inclined him to go thither. 
"There were few of the People under my Charge, went to 
Cambuflang, notwithftanding of what they heard me fay of it. 
Some of the better Sort went once or twice: But I fcarce 
heard of any who needed moft of the Work of the Comfor- 
ter to convince them of Sin, Righteoufefs, and of Judgment, 
that went there until the 13¢) of A/ay, when there were a 
good many, but came all away as far as I knew them, without 
any deep or lafting Impreflions upon them. It was Matter of 
Difcouragement to me, when | heard that my Brethren in 
Cumbernauld, Kirkintilloch, Calder, and Campjie, kad feveral 
Perfons in their Parifhes awakened at Cambuflang ; and that I 
had not one, fo much as the leaft touched to my Knowledge. 
What appeared the mo/? hopeful was, that there appeared @ Con- 
cern more than ordinary among the Hearers of the Gofpel, and 
that there were Propofals for fetting up Societies for Prayer, 
which had been long intermitted. 

Upon the Thurfday Evening, being the 15th of April laf, 
the Rev. Mr. ‘John Wiilifon, Minifter of the Gofpel at Dundee, 
came to my Houfe in his Return from Cambu/lang, whither he 
went the Saturday before. I defired him to preach to us upon 
the Friday Morning, which he readily complied with, a great 
Multitude of People met, tho’ the Warning was very fhort. 
He preached a diftin¢t, plain and moving Sermon from ?/a/. 
xl. 2, 3- He brought me up alfo out of an horrible Pit, cut of 
the miry Clay, and fet my Feet upona Rock, and eftablijhed my 
Goings : And he hath put a new Song in my Mouth, even Praise 
to our God: Many fhall fee it, and fear, and fhall truj? in the 
Lord. Several of thefe now awakened, date their firft {erious 
Concern about their Souls from their hearing this Sermon, and 
the Blefling of the Lorp upon it. 

The following Sabbath I entered upon the View of Regenera- 
fion,as it is exprefled, Gal. iv. 19. My little Children, of whom 
{ travail in Birth again until CHRIST be formed in you. Thad 
more 
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more than ordinary Tendernefs in reading of that Text, and 
could fearce do it without Tears and Emotion. 1 obferved 
much Serioufnefs among the Hearers. 

Laft Sabbath of April being the 251. One JF oman wae a- 
wakened in this Coneregation to a very diftrefling Sight of her 
Sin and Danger thereby. She lived in the Parith of Campfie, 
which lyeth to the We/fward of this Parifh. She was obferved 
by fome, under great Uneafinefs in the Congregation, but made 
no Out-cry : She went away when the Congregation was 
difmifs’d,but was not able to go far ; fhe was found foon in the 
Field in great Diftrefs, and crying out, what fhe phould do to be 
faved: the was brought back to me, and I converfed with her 
all that Eveniug in the Prefence of feveral judicious Perfons. 
She fainted once or twice: Lobferved every Thing narrowly 
and exactly about her, becaufe it was a new T hitig to me, and 
I knew the Objections made againft the Work at : Cambuflang. 
She feem’d to be a healthy Woman, and about twenty Years of 
Age: the faid that in hearing the Sermon fhe was made to fee 
that the was unlike Jesus Curist, and like the Devil, and 
in a State of Unregeneracy. She had ftrong Impreflions of the 
Greatne/s of the Wrath of Gon, the was lying mn and lyzble 
to. She went away compofed ‘and calm in a 1 hopeful Conditi- 
on ; fhe continued many Weeks, now and then much diftrefs’d ; 
but hath fometime ago attained through Grace to fenfible Re- 
lief, and by the Teftimony of the Neighbourhood, herConver- 
fation is fuch as becometh the Gofpel. 

About this time /ixteen Children or thereabouts in the Town 
of Kirkintilloch, were obferved to meet together in a Barn for 
Prayer ; the Occafion of which was, that one of them faid to 
the reft, What necd is there that we fiouid always PLAY, had 
awe not better go and PRAY ? Wherewith the reft complied. 
The Rev. Mr. ‘famesBurnfide as foonas he heard of it carefully 
enquired after them, met frequently with them, for their Di- 
rection and Inftruction. And aslam inform’d they make Pro- 
grefs, & continue in a hopeful Way. This made much Noife 
in theCountry-fide,and deep Impreffions both upon young and o/d, 

This Week 1 vifited the Families of a Part of this Parith, 
where I obferved more than ordinary Serion/ne/s_ amongft the 
People ; and more than ordinary Liberty, #rzedom and Earn- 
eftnefs i in my dealing with them. However it was Matter of 

"Trouble and Exercife to me, that none under myCharge, that} 
knew off, were awakened ; and I was much in my Way of think- 
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ing like feveral of thofe now awakened, who were concerned 
at firit, leaft the Lorpb had patled them by, when he was 
awakening others. Such were my Fears about this Parifh. 

Nothing appeared more than ordinary upoa the fir/t Sabbath 
of May. Near this Time and a little betore, there were fame 
Societies for Prayer erected in the Parifh ; I was alfo informed 
that feveral young Girls in the ‘Lown of Asie trom ten to 
jixteen Years of Age, had been obferved meeting together fa 
Prayer, inan Out-Houf? they had accefs to. 

May oth, Being the fecond Lord’ s- Day of that Month,were 
four or five awakened to a diftrefling Sight of their finful and 
‘loft Eftate ; tho’ only two of them were kno wn to me upon the 

faid Day. I prayed and hoped that this might be like fome 
Drops before a plentiful Rain. 

May 11th, ‘Vhere was a great anda good Day of the Son 
of Man at Auchenloch in the Parifh of Calder, which lyeth four 
Miles North and Welt, from Glafeaw. ‘The Rev. Mr. ‘Fames 
Warden, their Minifter preached at the aforetaid Place ; there 
was a great Cry in the Congregation, and about foumteen bro’t 
under great Concern and Anxicty about their fpiritual and 
eternal State. 

May 12>, l went to Cambujlang and preached there, as did 
alfo fome other Minuters upon the next Day. was witnefs 
there to a great Day of the Mediator’s Power; and learned 
much, that by the Lord’s Blefling hath been ufeful to me in 
affifting the Lord’s People bro’t under {piritual Diitrefs here. 

May 14th, being Friday, 1 left Cambuflang in the Morn- 
ing ; [ met an Event in my Way homeward, which much 
furpriz ’d me, and I could not but obferve the Lord’ s Hand re- 
markably in it. I promifed to meet a Friend at a Gentleman’s 
Houte betwixt Cambuflang and Kilfyth upon the Tue/day Even- 
ing ; but could not leave Cambu uflang that Night. I purpofed 
therefore to be early at the faid Gentleman’s Houte next Day ; 
tho’ the Read by which I went to Cambuflanz was unexcepti- 
onably good, 1 was ftrongly inclined to try a much nearer 
Way, altogether unknown to me, and notwith! inding fome 
diffwaded me from it, becaufe of Moffes and other Inconveni- 
encies. In my Way I came to a Houfe, which I was told 
belonged to Meflirs. Grays, and that their Bleach-field was 
there. I remembred that thele Gentlemen were married to 
the Daughters of a Gentleman whom I knew, and highly 
ellcemed from my Youth ; and fince 1 found my felf at their 
Gate, 

















24 near Cambuflang. 
Gate, I enquired for them with a Purpofe not to alight. One 
of the Gentlemen and his Lady were at Home ; they urged 
me to come into their Houfe, tho’ it fhould be only for a little, 
whichI did. They told me that fx of their Servants had been 
awakened at Cambuflang fome Days fince, and defired me to 
converfe with them. I had fucha ftrong Inclination to get 
forward in my Journey that I declined it: They defired me 
to pray in their Family, which I cheerfully complied with. 
After Prayer 1 fpoke a few Words as the Lord helped me, to 
their numerous Servants who were prefent, relating to the Cafe 
of thofe who were under Soul-diftrefling Convi€tions of their 
Sin and Danger, as alfo cf thofe who never had been under 
them. Having difmiffed them I went to take my Horfe. Ere 
I got to him, a Noife was heard among the Servants, and we 
were told that one of them was fallen into great Uneafinefs, and 
was crying bitterly. 1 returned to the Houfe, and fhe was 
brought tome. I had converfed but avery fhort Time with 
her when a /econd was brought to me, then a third, in a little 
after that trvo together, laft of all a fixth crying out of their loft 
and undone State, and what they fhould do. i prayed and con- 
verfed with them for fometime. I was much moved with this 
Providence. The Lord, who leads the blind in a Way they know 
not, led me to this Houfe, without any Thought or Purpofe of my 
Mind, yea contrary to my Inclination, w hich was to hatte for- 
ward. He managed my Averfion (which I now fee to have 
been finful) to converfe with the fr/? fx under Dittrefs to bring 
about his own holy and glorious Ends: For if I had converfed 
with them, I had not feen the other Servants. His Ways 
area great Deep. Mr. Whitefield, when I told him thi is Story 
i only, * He muff needs go through SAMARIA.” I was 

pleafed to obferve the chriftian, affectionate and zealous 
Sas Ar. andMrs. Gray had for their diftrefled Servants. 

(To be continued.) 
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